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1556 June 25

5000131

Dr. CharlesL. Dunham,Director
Diri.sionof Biologyand ~%dicine
AtomicEnergyCommission
1901ConstitutionAvenue
Washington25, D. C.

Dear Chuck:

I reporthere brieflyon an incident
informationis not from the Honolulu
sensationaljournal..

in orderthat
Star-Bulletin

DBI.PS first
or someother

On June 22, a plutonium”alloyhstmmentation sourcereleased
somepluto&hua-oxidesin a &ailer becauseof a loss in the
integrityof its jacket. TM contaminationwas not discovered
untflthe eveningof the foUowing day,June 23.

Radsafeand decontaminationpeopleworkedfar into thatnight.
They foundthe stuffin the trailer,on aboutU people=and in
the clothing,bedding,and livingquartersof thesepeople.
(Nothingwas foundin the messlMls.) Standarddecontamination
procedureswere instituted-- showersfor the men, verseneand
citricacid for the quarters,laundryfor the lightlycontaminated
clothing,and the deep six for bedding,mattresses,and heamily
contaminatedclothing.

CKk&\> ]*wvb
Three24-hoururine specimenswill be obtained#rem the 15 con-
taminatedindividualsplus a few who were also in the areaand
wishedit. It is the impressionof the peoplehere that of the
15, only 2 or 3 mightshowurinaryplutonium. The spectiensare
being sentto LASL (Shipman)for assay,and resultsof the first
group,whichhas been collected,shouldbe knownin abouta week.

The industrialhygieneaspectof the incidentis beingheadedup
by one Leo Cheliusof IASL,who has had considerableexperience
with alphaspills. He thinksthatno exposuresexceedingmsximum
permissiblewill be revealed.

The eventis not relatedto the testprogram,and no dispatch
been sent. An incidentreportwiU probablybe mailedto DNA
due time. —
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Sincere3y ycn.mss

ThomasS. El-y


